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Kenneth MacLeish
Kenneth MacLeish, brother of Archibald
MacLeish, was perhaps the most talented
of all the Unit pilots. By July 1918 he had
flown, by his own count, 12 different types
of machines.
MacLeish served with both U.S. and
British squadrons, and was serving as
chief pilot and aeroplane tester at
Eastleigh, England, when Bob Lovett
requested him as a squadron commander
of the Northern Bombing Group. Though
honored by the offer, MacLeish asked
Lovett directly to help him get to the front
to fly in a fighter squadron.
In October 1918, less than a month before
the Armistice, MacLeish took the place of
David Ingalls in No. 213 Squadron, RAF and,
on his second combat air patrol, was shot
down and killed over Schoore, Belgium.
Source: The First Yale Unit, Naval Aviation 1916-1919 by Ralph D. Paine
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FUNDRAISING
We find ourselves also kicking-off our major fundrais• New photo of Unit member George “Lotta” Lawrence
ing drive for the film in the middle of a recession. No
matter. The story of commitment, sacrifice and patrio- contributed by his son David Lawrence.
tism exemplified by the Unit is a story that the country
needs to hear, and we are moving forward under the
banner of our tax-exempt foundation. We have
begun researching applicable grants and are preparing a Power Point presentation to accompany the
various visual media we have collected and put
together. More friends and family have come forward
to contribute to the “seed money” fund, which indeed
has made it possible for us to launch the web site
and complete our first week of film production. As
we finalize our budget, we will be asking for funding
in blocks to allow us to move forward with each step
of production. We have another round of interviews
that we would like to conduct, and we are hoping to
begin filming with WWI-era planes in the winter/spring.
These stages will require our first major infusion of
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and we ask that you forward this newsletter to anyone
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who you think would be interested in the project and
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might consider making a contribution. Details on how
to contribute can be found on the website.
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